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UNITED STATE‘EPAR'I'MENT OF COMMERCE
National institute of Standards and Yechnology
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20898-

Zéfz”bé 3209 S AG18 A1

August 18, 2005

To: Division of FDA Dockets Management
Fax: 301 827 6870

Robert Post, Director

Labeling and Consumer Protection Staff
USDA

Fax: 202 205 3625

Ref: Docket Number 1995N-0294
RIN 0910-AC54

Re: Food Standards; General Principles and Food Standards Modernization;
Comments on Proposed rule
Closing date: August 18, 2005

The U.S. Department of Commerce, National Institute of Standards and
Technology, National Center for Standards and Certification Information (the
U.S. WTO TBT Enquiry Point) is submitting the enclosed comments, for
consideration, from the China WTO/TBT National Notification Center,
Standard and Regulations Researching Center, AQSIQ.

Thank you!

Regards, '
Brenda UmbergerM/

National Center for Standards and Certification Information (NCSCI)
U.S. Department of Commerce

National Institute of Standards and Technology

100 Bureau Drive, Gaithersburg, MD 20899-2100

Telephone: 301-975-4036/-4040, Fax: 301-926-1559

E-mail: ncsci@nist.gov

Enclosure; 3 pages
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Comments of China on USA Notification G/TBT/N/USA/119

Food Standards; General Principles and Food Standards Modernization

Dear Sir or Madam,

Bnclosed please [ind the comments of China on the Uniled States’ notification
circulaled by WTO as follows:

WTDT/N/USA/IEY  Fuood Standards, Genera) Principles and Food Standards
Modernization (I'oods for human consumption in the United
Stales, except for meat, poultry and egg products)

The comments are in English and Chinese.
Please acknowledge receipt of the comeuents by c-mail 10 ibiledagsia.gov.cn.
Thank you very much in advance for your consideration of our comments,

Best regards

Gumo brélet

Guo .ishenp

Deputy Director General

China WTO/TBT National Notification & Enquiry Ceney
No. 9 Ma Dian Dong Lu, Hai Dian District, Beijing

Post Code: 100088

Tel: 86-10-82260611/0618

Fax:86-10-82262448

E-mail: tbu@aqsig.gov.cn
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Comments of China on USA Notification G/TBT/N/USA/119

Food Standards; General Principles and Food Standards Modernization

We would like to thank the United States of America for providing the opportunity 10
comment on G/TBT/N/USA/119. The comments from China are the following:

China would like 10 give a positive comment vn the proposal of [SIS and FDA for
establishing a set of general principles for food standards. As Notification USA/]19
only describes the conception of I'SIS and FDA on ¢stablishing the gencral principles
and questing public commeuts, China would preler 1o see the more specific and
detailed principles proposed by both agencies (I'SIS and 'DA) for funher reviewing
and discussion. With respeet 1o this proposal, we belicve that;

l. From the view ol protecting the inlerests of consumers, adapting to the
development in today’s food production lechnologies and encouraging consistence
with international standards, w establish a sct of gencral principles has its positive
eftects. However, there should be a gradual process for the cstablishment, revision
and withdrawal of a standard, as well as sullicient tume for gradual revision and
transition of the existing {ood standards in accordance with the specific situations.

Furthermore, food manulacturers and importers should be given a proper transitional -

period 10 have time for adaptation to such changes. China hope that general
principles issued in {uture should present the gradualness, facilitale prolecting the
interests of consumers, producers and importers, and avoid new obstacles (o (rade.

2. Despite the conscnsus of FSIS and FDA on the purpose of and measurcs for the
establishment, revision and elimination ol the food standards, Notification 119
indicates there still exist inconsistencies between the two agencies with regard 1o
some of the measures. We suggest that the general principles enacted in future should
be frec from inconsisiencics.

3. While advocating " flexibility” of food standaeds to encourage the development and
utilization of new food technologies, emphasis should be given to standards for
naming new foods in a simple and elear way, locusing vn key featurcs of products,
eliminaling ulnecessary cequirements and teating imported foods with same
principles as those for domestic products.

4. Jtis suggested that, in the genera) principles for the cstablishment, revision and
withdrawal of [ood standards, additional principles on the management of imported
food or food with non-standard names be established 0 avoid unnecessary trade
barriers due 1o inconsistencies between the standards of imporled foods and domestic
{oods.

5. We hope that the principles, procedures and criteria for the establishment, revision
and withdrawal of food standards in the “general principles® 1o be enacled would be
more lransparent and operational,

6. With regard to “Regulatory Option”, we prefer Option Four, ie., lo establish
principles lor asgessing standards (only). This would minimize the cost of the
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establishment ol the principles and allow gradual processes for revising and
withdrawing existing standards as well as establishing new oncs.

Comments in Chinese are as below: _
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